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National Weather Summary 
| October 20-26 


HIGHLIGHTS: Moderate rain and snowshowers MONDAY...A weather system, moving through 
covered the previously dry areas of Montana southern Canada, spread rainshowers across the 
where winter wheat was growing and needing Great Lakes, through the northern Ohio Valley, 
moisture. Unwanted moderate to heavy showers and into New England. Circulation from the Gulf 
fell in the western Corn Belt, but welcome of Mexico scattered light showers over southern 
showers spread over the eastern portions of the Texas. A cold front, moving into the Pacific 
winter grain areas of the central Plains. An Northwest, brought showers to Washington and 
intense low pressure center moved up the east Oregon and as far east as western Montana. A 
coast and triggered moderate to heavy showers in typical fall day extended over much of the 
parts of the Southeast and from the mid-Atlantic Nation with low temperatures generally in the 
States and northern Ohio Valley through New thirties and forties and highs in the sixties 
England. The water was needed, but strong and seventies. Freezes were confined to the 
easterly winds caused high tides and flooding Rockies and a small area in the northern 
along the coast. Cold air gradually covered the Mississippi Valley. 

United States from the Sierras and Cascades in TUESDAY...A low pressure center developed on 
the West to the east coast. the cold front in central Montana. Colder air 
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dropped southward behind the front and 
intensified the showers associated with it. 
One-half to one inch of rain dampened the winter 
wheat fields in north central Montana, and 
lighter showers extended into North Dakota and 
southern Minnesota. Light showers continued in 
the northern Great Lakes area and New England. 
Easterly flow into the southeastern United 
States brought light showers to those coastal 
regions. Morning temperatures dropped below 
freezing in parts of the central kockies, the 
northern Plains and New England. Daytime highs 
ranged from the fifties to the seventies except 
in southern Florida and California where the 
eighties prevailed. 

WEDNESDAY...The low pressure system moving 
through Montana brought a mixture of snow and 
rain to the northern Rockies and Plains. A cold 
front extended from the low's center’ to 
Nebraska. Rain and snoOwshowers reached the 
western Great Lakes. Elsewhere, a cold front 
that had moved through the Southeast several 
days before began moving back northward and 
triggered showers through most of Florida, 
southern Georgia, and the coast of South 
Carolina. Morning temperatures hovered near 
freezing in the northern Rockies and Plains and 
in the northern Mississippi Valley. 

THURSDAY...Wet weather stretched over 
central and southeastern United States. 
Moderate to heavy showers along and ahead of the 
cold front extended from Minnesota to eastern 
Ok lahoma. Lighter showers reached through 
eastern Texas. The returning frontal system in 
the Southeast spread showers and gusty winds 
from Mississippi to Florida and northward to 
North Carolina. High pressure and mostly clear 
skies dominated the West. Freezing temperatures 
covered the Plateau, the Rockies, and_ the 


The mercury dropped into the 
northern Plateau and 


northern Plains. 
teens in parts of the 
Rockies. 

FRIDAY...Winter weather pushed out of the 
West. Freezing temperatures covered the area 
from the Sierras and Cascades in the West to the 
western Plains through Oklahoma and the Texas 
Panhandle. During the day, the cold front 
advanced to the eastern Great Lakes and 
southward to the Guif of Mexico. At the same 
time, a low pressure system moved up the east 
coast, providing the ingredients for a severe 
eastern storm. Rain, thunderstorms, gusty 
winds, and some snow covered the eastern United 
States from the Mississippi River to the east 
coast as far north as New Jersey. Severe beach 
erosion resulted when high winds whipped the 
central east coast. Another cold front entered 
the United States and spread rain into the 
Pacific Northwest. 

SATURDAY...The low pressure center moved 
steadily northward along the east coast and 
finally into New England. The cola air from the 
north and west moved in behind the low. 
Freezing weather advanced to the central 
Mississippi River Valley and dipped as far south 
as southern Arkansas. Showers and thunderstorms 
buffeted the east coast from the Carolinas to 
New England. High tides, swelled by easterly 
winds, flooded many coastal areas. The heavy 
rain was badly needed along parts of the east 
coast. The frontal system from the Pacific 
moved to the central Rockies, producing 
snowshowers in its wake. 


(continued on page 12) 
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National Agricultural Summary 


October 20 - 26 


HIGHLIGHTS: Wet, muddy fields continued to 
delay harvesting and planting activities from 
the northern Plains through the Lakes States. 
Farmers will wait until the ground freezes 
before moving machinery onto the fields for 
harvesting in some areas. The heaviest 
precipitation fell in the eastern half of the 
Nation. Temperatures averaged below normal in 
all areas except California and the southern 
half of Florida. Farmers had 5 to 6 days 
suitable for fieldwork, except in Montana and 
the northern Plains where only 3 to 4 days were 
available. Soil moisture rated short to 
adequate, except in Michigan, Minnesota, and 
Wisconsin where supplies rated adequate to 
surplus. Winter wheat seeding advanced to 8/% 
complete, 1 point ahead of last year but still 
Slightly behind average; 69% of the crop has 
emerged. Recent rains benef ited fall-sown 
crops; winter wheat stands held in fair to good 
condition. Corn harvest reached 77% complete, 
far ahead of last year's slow progress of 40% 
and the 58% average. Soybean harvest was 72% 
complete, continuing ahead of last year's 67% 
and the 65% average; 94% of the crop had shed 
leaves. Grain sorghum harvesting’ was 77% 
complete, and 93% of the crop was mature. 
Cotton picking advanced to 45% complete; bolls 
opened on 90% of the acreage. Rice harvesting 
moved to 94% complete. Fall plowing advanced on 
schedule. Cattle producers fed hay and forage 
to herds, although many farmers had animals on 
fall pastures and crop stubble. 


CORN: Corn harvesting in the 17 major producing 
States moved to 77% completion, well ahead of 
last year's late season 40% and the 58% 
average. Progress in all 17 States surged ahead 
of iast year, and all States except Michigan, 
Minnesota, and Wisconsin topped the average 
progress for this date. Wet conditions in these 
States has slowed harvesting activities, and in 
some areas, farmers are waiting for fields to 
freeze so machinery can be moved onto them. By 
contrast, harvesting in other areas of the Corn 
Belt is as much as four weeks ahead of schedule, 
resulting in long truck lines and temporary 
terminations of grain receipts at some 
elevators. Drying capacity has been taxed less 
than normal because of the low grain moisture 
content. 
SOYBEANS: Soybean harvesting reached 72% 
complete, continuing ahead of last year's 67% 
and the 65% average. Leaf shedding advanced to 
94%, slightly ahead of last year and_ the 
average. Farmers harvested at a rapid pace in 
most areas until halted by tlate-week rains. 
Tennessee farmers harvested 25% of their soybean 
crop during the week, and farmers in Kansas, 
Kentucky, and Michigan harvested just over 20% 
of their crops during the week. 


SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat seeding advanced to 
87% finished, 1 point ahead of last year but 
still slightly behind average; 69% of the 
acreage has emerged. Stands rated fair to good 
in most areas. Recent rainfall improved the 


condition of stands and should help germination 
of late-seeded fields. 


COTTON: Cotton acreage showing open bolls 
reached 90%, ranging from 70 to 100%. 
Harvesting advanced to 45% finished, exceeding 
last year's 32% and continuing slightly ahead of 
average. In the southern High Plains of Texas, 
second-growth vegetation delayed harvesting. 
Defoliation and picking hit full swing in the 
Southwest. In the Delta, harvesting ranged from 
74% in Arkansas to 87% in Louisiana, well ahead 
of last year's slow progress caused by wet 
conditions. 


OTHER CROPS: The grain sorghum harvest reached 
77% complete, 4 points ahead of last year and 3 
points ahead of average; 94% of the crop was 
mature. Harvesting ranged from 45% complete in 
Colorado and Oklahoma to 95% in Nebraska. 


Rice harvest in the five major States was 
94% done, 2 points ahead of last year but 
slightly behind normal. 


The Maine potato harvest wound down to 
completion, and the Idaho harvest reached 96% 
complete. 


Peanut harvest ranged from 45% in Texas and 
50% in New Mexico to 90% in Alabama, 93% in 
Georgia, and 94% complete in Mississippi. 


Tobacco growers continued to strip’ this 

year's crop. The burley crop in Kentucky was 
14% stripped and the Tennessee burley crop was 
40% stripped. 
FRUITS AND NUTS: Apple continued to 
pick late varieties. Florida citrus grove 
conditions improved in areas receiving rain; 
irrigation remained active in areas having no 
rain. Harvest continued to increase for early 
varieties. The Arizona lemon harvest remained 
very active, and the grapefruit harvest was 
limited. In California, the old-crop Valencia 
harvest neared completion, and the Navel harvest 
was expected to start soon. Lemon picking moved 
actively. Pomegranates and pistachios were 
harvested. Texas pecans neared maturity with a 
light harvest in the south. Harvest of early 
Oranges and grapefruit continued. 


growers 


Harvests in northern areas wound 
hardy vegetables were 
available for harvest. Florida growers sprayed 
and irrigated crops in most areas. Harvest 
activity increased for most crops. California 
growers picked a wide variety of vegetables. A 
break in a levee flooded asparagus fields and 
jeopardized production. Growers in southern 
Texas harvested early crops and continued 
planting other vegetables. 


VEGETABLES: 
down. Only a few 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Summer pastures 
continued to decline seasonally, providing very 
little forage. Producers fed hay and forage to 
herds, although many farmers had animals on fall 
pastures and crop stubble. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending Oct. 26, 1980 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending Oct. 26, 1980 
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BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS AND 1941-70 NORMALS 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important ona 
national scale. More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 
each Monday by ESCS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 

















































ALABAMA: Temperatures 3° below normal. Rain planted. Alfalfa hay, milo, being harvested. 
Over weekend. Over an inch = north. Lesser Dry bean, sugarbeet harvests continuing. Field 
amounts in the south. | corn harvest Slowing. Apples continue, 
Fieldwork: 5.1 days. Soil moisture mostly excellent quality. Fuerte, Bacon, Zutano 
short. Activities: Crop harvest, land avocados picked, prices good. Deglet Noor dates 
preparation, seeding small grains, care of underway. Calmeria, Ribier, Emperor’ grapes, 
livestock and poultry. Soybeans: Dropping fresh market. Good size olives. Pomegranates 
leaves 93%, 88% average; maturing 72%, 71% 1979, picked. Central lemons beginning. Desert 
81% average; harvested 47%, 44% 1979, 36% lemons active. Navel oranges maturing, sizes 
average. Cotton harvested 74%, 32% 1979, 40% smaller. Old crop Valencias nearly complete. 
average. Peanuts: Dug 94%, 98% 1979, 96% Mission almonds, good quality. Pistachios 
average; combined 90%, 98% 1979, 94% average. continue. Hartley, Franquette walnuts’ large 
Wheat seeded 51%, 55% 1979, 59% average. sized. Artichokes decreasing Central Coast. 
Sorghum harvested 76%, 65% 1979. Condition: Asparagus flooded by levee break, 12 percent of 
Soybeans poor; cotton, pastures poor to fair; ee? production in jeopardy. Broccoli, 
pecans mostly fair. cauliflower, celery steady from Central Coast. 
Melon harvest heavy Desert, ending Central 
ARIZONA: Week generally dry with rainfall Valleys. Sweet corn light Orange, getting 
occurring the 26th. Average temperatures ranged underway Coachella. Lettuce shifts from Salinas 
6° below to 2° above normal. to San Joaquin Valley and Blythe. Tulelake 
Cotton defoliation, picking full swing; 25% potatoes near completion. Green tomatoes 
stands picked compared 40% last year. Corn underway Huron. Ranges continue dry with 
harvest continues southeast. Late planted generally adequate feed. Calving increasing. 
sorghum approaching maturity. Sugarbeet growth Lambing continues San Joaquin Valley, beginning 
satisfactory, thinning continuing. Alfalfa some northern areas. Cattle, sheep continue 
harvest continues, growth slowed recent cold grazing harvested fields. 
weather. New fields being seeded. Lettuce 
harvest tapering of f southeast, increasing COLORADO: Cold and dry until midweek when 
central area. Cantaloup, honeydew harvest mountain areas received scattered light 
active. Harvest green onion, mixed greens, precipitation. Return of cool dry weather 
early bearing mixed vegetables good progress. through balance of week with some precipitation 
Other lettuce, mixed vegetables for later in southwest. Temperatures averaged from 2° 
harvest making seasonal progress. Lemon, below normal in northeast to 10° below normal 
grapefruit harvest active, grapefruit harvest in San Luis Valley. 
very limited. Recent rainfall. too lignt, Winter wheat seeded 98%, 100% 1979, 99% 
scattered to provide range relief. Conditions average; emerged 92%, 87% 1979, 88% average. 
mostly fair to good higher elevations, fair mid- Corn mature 98%, 100% 1979 and average; grain 
elevatio:.s, poor lower deserts. Livestock mostly harvested 71%, 46% 1979, 59% average. Sorghum 
fair. Water supplies mostly adequate mountain ripe 95%, 89% 1979, 100% average; grain 
ranges, short most mid-to-lower ranges. Roundups harvested 45%, 50% 1979, 55% average; forage 
underway higher elevation ranges. harvested 92%, 96% 1979, 93% average. Dry beans 
cut 98%, 100% 1979 and average; threshed 96%, 
ARKANSAS: Temperatures below normal. Little or 96% 1979, 99% average. Sugarbeets harvested 
no rain. Highest temperature 82°, lowest 68%, 68% 1979, 67% average. Six and one-half 
219. All departures from normal -2 to -8°. days suitable for fieldwork. Ranges and 
Most rainfall 0.30 in., least zero. pastures fair condition. Livestock good 
Soil moisture adequate. Fieldwork possible:. condition. 
6.0 days. Soybean harvest 25% complete, 40% 
1979, 36% average; 93% yellowing, 76% shedding, FLORIDA: Lows averaged from 60° north to 
61% mature. Shattering of beans a problem. 78° south and highs averaged mostly 75 to 
Rice 96% harvested, 94% 1979, 95% average. 85°, Precipitation was insignificant until 
Cotton 74% harvested, 39% 1979, 54% average. the 23d when 1.00 to 4.00 in. fell over north. 
Sorghum 97% harvested, 89% 1979, 94% average. Early on the 26th a moderately strong cold front 
Oats 54% planted, 52% 1979, 52% average. Wheat swept over the State with no significant 
49% planted, 58% 1979, 51% average, up to good precipitation and dried out the entire State 
stand. Livestock fair condition. Feeding hay with strong northwesterly winds and sunny 
and protein supplements. Poultry gaining weight skies. Temperatures dropped into the 30's and 
rapidly. Alfalfa showed growth, additional 40's north, 50's central and 60's south. 
cutting possible. Armyworms in pastures. Soil moisture variable, adequate in 
scattered southern areas, upper Gulf coast and 
CALIFORNIA: Rainfall limited to the northern extreme west, short all other areas. Soybean 
coastal mountains and the northern’ Sierra harvest full swing, yields variable. Peanut 
Nevada. Average rainfall was 0.06 in. harvest nearly complete, very low yields. 
Temperatures near normal. They ranged from 2° Sugarcane harvest gaining, crop good to 
below normal in the Los Angeles Basin to 20 excellent condition. Seeding small grains 
above normal in the southern Deserts = and delayed due extreme dry conditions. Pastures 
San Joaquin Valley. poor to fair most areas. Cattle fair to good 
Rice harvest accelerating rapidly. Harvest condition. Citrus grove condition improved in 
80% complete. Stubble burning active. Cotton areas receiving showers. Irrigation continued 
harvest 23% complete, defoliation slowing. in areas having no rain. Harvest continues to 





Winter wheat ground preparation active, crop 8% increase for early varieties. Growers active 
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spraying and irrigating most areas. Harvest 
activity increased most crops. Harvest active 
sweet corn, cucumbers, eggplant, radishes, okra 
and squash, harvest getting underway snap beans, 
carrots, chinese cabbage, lettuce, green 
peppers, tomatoes. Transplanting of strawberries 
was quite active in the Hillsboro-Manatee area. 
Planting most fall and winter crops continues 
very active. 


GEORGIA: Rainfall 
counties early in 


averaged 1.00 in. northern 

week, 1.50 to 2.00 in. 
southeastern portion late in week. More than 
3.50 in. locally extreme southeast. Elsewhere 
0.25 to 0.50 in. Temperatures averaged slightly 
above normal northern portion. 5° above normal 
elsewhere. Extremes 89° at Valdosta, 
Brunswick, 30° at Cornelia. Rainfall averaged 
0.50 to 1.00 in. northern sections, 0.10 to 0.25 
in. elsewhere. Weekend temperatures several 
degrees below normal. 

Soil moisture variable, Statewide rated short 
to adequate, driest in southern portion. Five 
days suitable for fieldwork. Harvest active. 
Corn mostly poor to fair, 96% harvested, 92% last 
year, 84% average. Soybeans poor to fair, 100% 
setting pods, 72% dropping leaves, 22% harvested, 
23% last year, average 24%. Peanuts mostly poor 
to fair, 97% dug, 100% last year, average 99%, 
93% threshed, 98% last year, 97% average. Cotton 
poor to fair, 100% bolls open, 94% last year, 86% 
harvested, 44% last year and average. Apples 
fair to good, 98% harvested, same last year. 
Pecans mostly fair to good, 9% harvested, 12% 
last year, 18% average. Small grain planting, 
wheat 29%, last year 34%, average 38%. Rye 48%, 
51% last year, average 53%. Other small grains 
41%, last year and average 50%. Pastures and 
hay crops poor to fair. Cattle and hogs fair to 
good. 


HAWAII: Weather turned cooler but favorable for 
crop growth. Showers continue light and 
beneficial some areas. 

Heavy irrigation, 
crops, poor to fair 


Island of Maui. Leaf 
conditions. Irrigation 
normal other islands. Crop growth fair to 
good. Vegetable supplies generally light. 
Diseases and insects affecting yields. Bananas; 
more orchards in active harvest. Papayas; midst 
of fall seasonal f lush. Supplies heavy. 
Pineapples; harvesting down. Sugar; steady 
harvesting. However, some mills preparing for 
the year-end shutdown for repairs. Few mills 
anticipating close-down during the end of the 
first week of November. 


IDAHO: 
normal. 


averaged 3 to 5° below 
Sub-freezing temperatures in south 
central and east hamper potato and sugarbeet 
harvest. Precipitation below normal. Northern 
areas up to 0.64 in. 

Potatoes harvested 96%, 95% 
average. Sugarbeets harvested 52%, 50% 
54% average. Apples 90% picked, corn silage 
93%, corn for grain 33%. Onion, dry bean, 
alfalfa seed and red clover seed harvests 
complete. Soil moisture adequate. Six days 
suitable. Seventy-eight percent cattle, 86% 
sheep moved from summer ranges. 


Temperatures 


1979, 93% 
1979, 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 50 below normal. 
Precipitation light. 

Soil moisture 36% short, 63% average, 1% 
surplus. Corn 86% harvested, 50% 1979, 60% 
average. Soybeans 97% harvested, 94% 1979, 91% 
average. Winter wheat acreage 93% seeded, 88% 


1979, 85% average. Winter wheat 68% emerged, 


62% 1979, condition 6% excellent, 68% good, 26% 
fair. Sorghum 85% harvested. Plowing 1981 corn 
and soybean acreage 47% complete, 26% 1979, 26% 
average. Pastures 2% excellent, 42% good, 50% 
fair, 6% poor; 52% of livestock roughage 
requirements, 48% 1979, 61% average. Fieldwork: 
6.0 days suitable. 


INDIANA: Cool cloudy week, Temperatures 
averaged 39 below normal and ranged from 25 to 
77°. Precipitation at midweek ranged _ from 
0.30 in. in northwest to 0.70 in. in southeast. 
Sunshine 45 to 75% of possible. 

Fieldwork averaged 6.0 days. Topsoil and 
subsoil moisture short to mostly adequate. Corn 
75% harvested, 1979 35%, average 45%. Corn 
moisture 18%. Soybeans 95% combined, 1979 75%, 
average 75%. Soybean moisture 12%. Wheat 90% 
seeded, 1979 80%, average 80%. Wheat 65% 

1979 55%, average 50%. Wheat stands 
mostly good. Spring cropland 35% 
plowed, 1979 20%, average 15%. Pastures fair. 


IOWA: A cool week with temperatures averaging 4 
to 5° below normal. Precipitation near normal 
northwest to above normal east and south as 
general rains fell on the 23d and 24th. 

Fieldwork: 5.6 days favorable. Topsoil 
moisture: 23% short, 71% adequate, 6% surplus. 
Subsoil moisture: 30% short, 67% adequate, 3% 
Surplus. Corn acreage harvested: 81%, 1979 
33%, normal 62%. Soybean acreage harvested: 
97%, 1979 96%, normal 93%. Fall plowing 
complete: 27%, 1979 21%, norma] 20%. 
Fertilizer applied: 30%, 1979 23%. Crop yields 
variable, pasture condition fair to good. Grain 
movement moderate to heavy. 


KANSAS: Precipitation averaged less than 0.10 
in. southwest, 0.75 in. to 1.00 in. east and 
north central, rain changing to snow west, the 
27th. Temperatures averaged 499° northwest, 53 
to 55° east and south central, 1 to 3° below 
normal. Hard freezes west and north weekend with 
low 20's locally west and north central. 

Wheat seeding winding up at 96% complete, 
90% last year, 95% average. Sorghum grain 
harvest good progress 60% complete, 65% last 
year, 60% average. Sorghum grain mature 90%, 
last year 95%, 90% average. Corn matured 100%, 
100% last year, 99% average. Corn harvested 90%, 
70% last year, 75% average. Soybeans harvested 
70%, 80% last year, 55% average. Topsoil and 
subsoil moisture mostly short. Six days suitable 
fieldwork. 


KENTUCKY: Weather pattern started on a dry and 
mild note then turned chilly. Widespread rain 
fell during latter part of week and averaged 
around 0.50 to Q.75 in. Average temperatures 
were 3 to 4° below normal and ranged mostly in 
the mid-50's. 

Favorable corn and soybean harvest weather. 
Corn 85% harvested, 62% last year and 64% 
average. Soybeans 74% harvested, 52% last year 
and 54% average. Wheat seeding 70% complete. 
Burley 14% stripped, which is comparable with 
last year and average. Quality of leaf good. 
Higher humidity needed to bring and keep tobacco 
in case. Cattle and sheep receiving 75% of 
roughage needs from pasture. Hay supply 
generally expected to be adequate, but will be 
short with high pricé in some drought areas. 


LOUISIANA: Rain minimal. Temperatures 1 to 
5° below normal. Extremes 86 and 31°. 

Soil moisture short to adequate. Fieldwork: 
4.8 days suitable. Cotton bolls opening 100%, 








Oct. 28, 1980 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





9 





90% 1979; harvested 87%, 51% 1979, 56% average. 
Rice harvested 99%, 98% 1979, 99% average. 
Sorghum harvested 100%, 94% 1979, 91% average. 
Soybeans poor to fair; shedding 96%, 95% 19/9; 


harvested 65%, 69% 1979, 66% average. Sugarcane 
fair; planted 95%, 97% 1979, 94% average; 
harvested 8%, 12% 1979, 15% average. Vegetables 


poor to fair. Sweetpotatoes harvested 86%, 86% 
1979, 86% average. Pecans poor to fair; 
harvested 10%, 16% 1979. Pastures poor to 


fair. Hay final cutting 96%. Wheat planted 
46%, 67% 1979, 67% average; emerged 22%. 
Livestock fair. Supplemental feeding continued. 
MARYLAND AND DELAWARE: Temperatures averaged 
2° above normal. Highs upper 60's to low 
70's, low mid to upper 40's. Precipitation 
varied. 


Corn for grain 90%, last year 75%, normal 
80%. Soybeans harvested 50%, 25% last year, 33% 
normal. Small grains seeded; wheat 65%, barley 
85%, oats and rye 75%. Soil moisture short to 


adequate. Pasture short. Fieldwork: 5.5 days 
suitable. 
MICHIGAN: Temperatures 4 to 6° below normal. 


Precipitation near 1.00 in. over Upper, 0.70 in. 
western Lower and 0.40 in. elsewhere. 

Harvest progresses at various speeds. Corn 
and soybean combining in high gear in southern. 
Slowed by wet fields in northern. Soil moisture 
adequate to surplus. Corn for grain 30% picked, 
14% last year, 35% normal. Harvest moisture 
76%. Silage harvest 96% harvested, same last 
year, 94% normal. Soybeans 50% combined, 34% 
last year, 56% normal. Dry beans 95% picked, 
96% last year, 89% normal. Potatoes 93% dug, 
90% last year and normal. Wheat 90% planted, 
96% last year, 91% normal. Fall acreage for 
spring crops 15% plowed, 13% last year, 11% 
normal. Apple harvests near completion. Grapes 
finished. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures 
below normal. Precipitation averaged near 
normal over most of the western half, above 
normal amounts were recorded in the northeastern 
and southeastern. Precipitation totals were 
0.50 in. or less except for the north central, 
northeast, south central, and southeast 
districts, up to 1.25 in. Trace of new snow 
reported in most districts. 

Farmers made good headway until late week 
rains interrupted harvest operations. Topsoil 
moisture rated 5% short, 77% adequate, and 18% 
surplus. Field corn: Picked or combined 62%, 
1979 14%, normal 66%; moisture content 22%, 1979 
29%, normal 22%. Soybeans: Combined 92%, 1979 
83%, normal 92%; moisture content 12%, 1979 13%, 
normal 12%. Sunf lowers: Combined 85%, 1979 
63%, normal 83%. Sugarbeets: Harvested 95%, 
+979 92%, normal 96%. 


averaged 5 to _ 9g9 


MISSISSIPPI: Be low normal 
Extremes 29 and 859, Rainfall 
Greatest 24-hour rainfall 1.54 in. 
Soil moisture mostly adequate. Fieldwork: 
4.4 days suitable. Harvesting activities 
continued in full swing where weather conditions 
permitted. Pecans 20% harvested, 10% 1979; 
condition poor to fair. Peanuts 94% harvested, 
93% 1979 and average. Rice 95% harvested, 94% 
1979, 90% average. Corn 93% harvested, 84% 
1979, 79% average. Sweetpotatoes 75% harvested, 
83% 1979 and average. Sorghum 93% harvested, 
92% 1979, 89% average. Cotton 82% harvested, 


temperatures. 
widespread. 


38% 1979, 53% average; fair to poor condition. 
wheat 41% 


Winter planted, 56% 1979, 65% 


average. 
average; mature 75%, 83% 1979, 80% average; 
harvested 44%, 46% 1979, 45% average; condition 


Soybeans 99% shedding, 100% 1979, 95% 


poor. Pastures poor to fair condition. Pecans 
poor to fair condition. 

MISSOURI: Temperatures averaged 2° below 
normal. Precipitation was general. 


Fieldwork: 5.2 days suitable. Corn 90% 
harvested, last year 56%, normal 67%. Grain 
sorghum 84% harvested, last year 68%, normal 
69%. Soybeans 78% harvested, last year 75%, 
normal 61%. Cotton 79% harvested, last year 
58%, normal 61%. Winter wheat 77% seeded, last 
year 67%. Fall plowing 35% completed, last year 
24%. Condition of pasture poor to fair. 
Topsvil moisture supplies short. 


MONTANA: Warm temperatures early week gave way 
to cooler wet weather by midweek. Temperatures 


were 2 to 7° below normal with greatest 
departures over north central. Highest 
temperature 70° at Hardin, lowest 7° at West 
Yellowstone. Precipitation light to moderate 


with some heavy precipitation over parts of north 
central, northeast and central. Much of the 
heavy precipitation fell as rain. 

Topsoil moisture supplies mostly adequate. 
Subsoil moisture mostly adequate except eastern 
third. Fieldwork: 3.0 days suitable. Winter 
wheat condition mostly good. About 95% winter 
wheat emerged. About 70% sugarbeets harvested 
compared with 90% last year and normal. Potato 
harvest 90% complete, 95% 1979, and 95% normal. 
Nearly 80% cattle and 85% sheep have been moved 
from summer ranges. Stock water supplies short 
east, adequate elsewhere. About 15% cattle and 
20% sheep receiving supplemental feed. 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures 3° below normal over 
Panhandle; 5 below normal elsewhere. 
Precipitation: Extreme eastern portion 0.33 


in.; elsewhere dry. 

Corn harvest four weeks ahead of normal. 
Harvested 90%, 45% last year and 55% normal. 
Some south central and southeastern counties 100% 
complete. Soybean harvest 95%, 97% last year 
and 85% normal. Sorghum harvest 95% complete, 
70%- last year and 75% normal. Wheat crop 
condition mostly fair. Germination improved by 


recent rains. Sugarbeet harvest over 80% 
completed most counties. Topsoil moisture 
Supplies mostly short to adequate. Subsoil 
moisture mostly short. Pasture and range feed 
condition mostly short to adequate. Calves 
being weaned. Marketings of yearlings continue 
strong. 

NEVADA: Normal weather most of period. Cold 
front moved into area end of week, some 
precipitation. Temperatures near normal 
throughout State. Extremes: 80 and 9°. 


Potato and aifalfa seed harvest continuing, 
near windup stage. Winter grain seeding about 
finished. Moving livestock to winter ranges. 


NEW ENGLAND: Temperatures near normal except 
23d-24th when they fell 5 to 10° below 
normal. Light rain early week. Storm end of 
week brought high winds and heavy rain. 


Precipitation amounts, over 1.00 in. south and 
west to 0.50 in. 
in northern Maine. 

Potato harvest finished in northern Maine. 
Welcomed rains in cranberry region. Harvest 80% 
to 85% complete. Quality excellent. 





10 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


Oct. 28, 1980 








NEW JERSEY: Temperatures averaged 4 to _ 80 
below normal. Extremes: 23 and 729, Rainfall 
averaged 3.08 in. north, 2.20 in. central and 
2.21 in. south. Soil moisture, in percent of 
field capacity, averaged 73 north, 76 central 
and 85 south. 

Fieldwork: 6.3 days suitable. Harvest of 
hardy vegetable continues. Heavy rain on the 
25th, greatly improved soil moisture. More is 
needed for reservoirs and wells. Sweetpotato 
harvest over 95% complete. Apple harvest about 
90% finished. Cranberry harvest well advanced. 
Field corn and soybean harvest progressed well. 
Harvest will resume when fields dry. Grains and 
cover crops growing nicely. 


NEW MEXICO: Light rains with some snow fell. 
Windy conditions prevailed. 

Generally conditions good. Harvest of 
Summer grain crops progressing. Corn for grain 
harvest near complete, grain sorghum near 25% 
done, peanuts about 50% threshed, cotton 10% 
harvested with 70% bolls open. Killing frosts 
have occurred most areas. Ranges fair with some 
short on winter grass. Livestock good 
condition. A few old cows being sold. 


NEW YORK: Temperatures 2 to 8° below normal. 
Most areas experienced low temperatures in the 
teens and twenties. Costal storms on 25th, 26th 
deposited over 2.50 in. of rainfall in- west, 
3.50 in. on upland in Catskills, 1.00 to 2.00 
in. elsewhere. 

Early week harvesting progress of late crops 
good, halted on 25th. Corn silage harvest 
nearing completion. 


CAROLINA: Temperatures 3 to 5° below 
Precipitation averaged 0.50 to 2.00 in. 
suitable. Soil 
short, 72% 
Apples good; 


NORTH 
normal. 
Fieldwork: 5.4 days 
moisture: 2% very short, 25% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Conditions: 
pasture, cotton, peanuts, soybeans, 
sweetpotatoes, sorghum grain fair. Harvested: 
Sweetpotatoes 71%, 1979 83%, average 82%; 
sorghum grain 71%, 1979 66%, average /1%; 
soybeans 15%, 1979 16%, average 13%; corn for 
grain 92%, 1979 89%, average 86%; peanuts dug 
93%, 1979 73%, average 87%; peanuts threshed 
82%, 1979 58%, average 78%; apples 77%, 1979 
89%, average 91%; cotton 75%, 1979 34%, average 
33%. Planted: Wheat 44%, 1979 35%, average 
38%; barley 63%; oats 67%; rye 46%. 
Phenological stages: Cotton opened bolls 98%, 
1979 86%; soybeans leaves dropped 56%, 1979 55%. 


NORTH DAKOTA: 
received amounts 
divisions received 
extremes: 68 and 7 

Snow stalled sunflower harvest which is now 
3 days behind last year's slow pace. Wet, muddy 
fields became more extensive last week halting 
harvest of row crops and flax. Harvest percents 
complete vs. last year: Sunflower 46, 54; corn 
73, 58; soybeans 94, 96; and flax 77, 96. Both 
dry edible bean combining and corn cutting for 
silage 96% complete. Some fields need to freeze 
to support combines. A few small grain fields 
remain standing in northern counties due to 
muddy fields. Cattle continue to be taken off 
pastures. Ranchers are moving in hay supplies 
but some fields and roads too muddy to move any. 
Weaned calves and sheep sales heavy in some 
areas. 


Snow up to 10 in. Many locations 
greater than 4 in. All 
precipitation. Temperature 


OHIO: Little preci 
the 24th and the 25 


pitation until the evening of 
th. Weekend rain widespread; 


most stations had more than 0.50 in. of 
precipitation for the week. Range was from 0.10 
to 1.20 in. Warming trend early week put highs 
in the mid-60's. Cold air moved in over the 
weekend, and highs the 26th were mostly in the 
30's. Lows fell into the upper 20's over most 
sections. 

Corn and soybean harvests about 16 days ahead 
of averages. Soybean moisture below normal; 
reporters rated average corn moisture percentage 
to be 19%. Reports of long truck lines and 
temporary terminations of grain receipts by 
country and terminal elevators continue. Drying 
capacity has been less taxed than usual because 
of the below normal grain moisture content. 
Hard, dry ground has permitted farmers with 
livestock to release animals into combined fields 
to forage on stubble and lost grain. Corn 
harvested 75%, 30% 1979, 40% average. Soybeans 
harvested 95%, £9% 1979, 75% average. Sugarbeets 
harvested 50%, 30% 1979, 35% average. Apples 
harvested 85%, 85% 1979. Potatoes harvested 
95%, 90% 1979. Wheat planted 95%, 90% 1979, 90% 
average. Wheat emerged 60%, 40% 1979. Days 
favorable 6.5. Pasture condition fair to good. 
Soil moisture 50% short, 50% adequate. 


rains 
below 


OKLAHOMA: Week dry early with weekend 
mainly eastern sections. Temperatures 
normal all sections except Panhandle, ranging 
20 above normal to 6° below normal east. 
Rainfall ranged less than 0.10 in. northwest to 
1.00 in. east. 

Poor wheat grazing prospects and limited 
feed supplies resulting in cattlemen continuing 
culling of herds in preparation for long winter 
feeding season. Wheat seeded 75% 1980, 80% 1979 
and 90% average. Wheat 40% up to stand, 35% 
last year, 65% average. Sorghum mature 85% 
1980, 100% 1979, 90% average. Sorghum 45% 
harvested, same as last year and average. 
Cotton 90% open bolls, 95% 1979, 80% average. 
Cotton harvested 10% 1980, 5% last year and 
average. Days suitable for fieldwork: 5.9. 


OREGON: Near normal temperatures, except 1 to 
6° below normal east of Cascades. No 
precipitation except along northern coast until 
24th and weekend, then scattered rains and snow 
fell. 

Soil moisture supplies mostly adequate. 
Winter wheat 85% planted and 63% emerged; 78% 
planted and 52% emerged last year this period. 
Late grain harvest virtually complete. Alfalfa 
cuttings winding down. Some wheat reseeding due 
to crusting. Volcanic ash of some concern to 
Hood River apple growers: harvest winding down 
and should be complete by Nov. 1. Last of 
Anjous picked. Filberts almost finished. 
Walnuts half finished; need wind and rain to 
bring remaining nuts down. Potato harvest 
virtually finished except late planted areas; 
quality good. Carrot and carrot seed harvest 
continuing. Onion harvest about complete; some 
still to go into storage. Livestock fair to 
excellent. Range and pastures poor to good. 
Cattle on wheat stubble, fall ranges, and home 
pastures. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Sunny, seasonably mild and mostly 
dry first four days. Moderate to heavy rain 
25th, turning cooler and windy by nightfall with 
few showers including up to 2.00 in. snowfall 
northwest mountains 26th. Rainfall up to 4.50 
in., greatest since end of March. Temperatures 
2 to 8° below normal. Extremes: 70 and 18°. 

Six days suitable. Soil moisture short to 
adequate. Activities: Baling hay; harvesting 
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fruit, potatoes, corn, and soybeans; seeding 
jwheat; and general farm chores. Soybean harvest 
56% complete, last year 26%. Potato harvest 


virtually complete, last year 94%. Corn 52% 
harvested, last year 22%, average 28%. Fall 
Plowing 93%, last year 94%. Wheat planting 94% 
complete, last year 89%. Fourth cutting alfalfa 
72%, last year 83%. Hay quality gdod to fair. 
Feed from pasture below average to average. 


PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 1.11 in. 
or 0.65 in. below normal. Temperatures averaged 
about 820 on Coasts and 750 Interior 
divisions. Extremes: 96 and 60°, 


SOUTH CAROLINA: 
colder weather 
Extremes: 80 and 27°. General 
last half light to moderate. 

Soil moisture short to adequate. Days 
available for fieldwork: 5.0. Cotton bolls 
99% open, current, 1979, average; 80% harvested, 
ahead of 57% 1979, average. Soybean condition 


Falling temperatures with much 


rains during 


poor, -71% shedding leaves, 72% year ago, 80% 
average; 27% mature, 37% 1979, 43% average; 
early variety yields disappointing, later 


maturing varieties will require killing frost to 
aid readiness, 8% harvested this year, last, 11% 


average. Peanut yields lowered by season's 
drought, 68% harvested, 78% year ago, 83% 
average. Grower interest in planting wheat 
high, germination being helped by rains, 17% 


planted behind 23% year ago, 29% average. Fall 
Cucumbers fair condition, 78% harvested, 85% 
1979. Pastures fair condition. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Rainfall; mostly light with 
largest amounts extreme east and north central. 
Temperatures 1 to 10° below normal. Extremes: 
81 and 8°, 

Harvest slowed during early part of week but 


picked up later on as grain moisture content 
fell. Four days suitable for fieldwork. 
Activities included: Plowing, combining, 


livestock, and picking up 
corn blown off by wind. Moisture has improved 
chances for winter survival of fall seeded 
crops. Winter wheat condition rated mostly fair 

to good. Rye condition good. Topsoil moisture 
supplies 1% surplus, 68% adequate, 28% short and 
3% critically short. Livestock in generally good 
condition. Under some stress as a result of 
cold, wet weather. Stock water supplies remain 
short in parts of the State. Pastures going 
dormant for the winter. Livestock being moved to 
corn stalks both in and _  out-of-State for 
winter. Weaning and selling calves. Grain 
sorghum 96% mature. Alfalfa for seed harvested 
99%, 92% 1979, 95% average. Soybeans harvested 
99%, 92% 1979, 89% average. Sunf lowers 
harvested 85%, 71% 1979, 71% average. Corn 
harvested 78%, 45% 1979, 64% average. Grain 
sorghum harvested 75%, 73% 1979, 76% average. 


TENNESSEE: Rain and thundershowers 24th. 
Several stations in west reported amounts above 
2.00 in. Temperatures averaged 30 above 
normal west and middle, near normal east. 
Fieldwork: Jae days suitable. Soil 
moisture 66% short, 30% adequate, 4% surplus. 
Activities: Harvesting corn, beans, cotton; 
stripping tobacco; seeding smal] grains. 
Pastures remain mostly poor but showed some 
improvement. Corn 80% harvested, 1979 63%, 


hauling hay, moving 


average 51%. Cotton 85% harvested, 1979 25%, 
average 45%. Soybeans 90% mature, 1979 93%, 
average 79%; 50% harvested, 1979 42%, average 
33%. Burley tobacco 40% stripped, 1979 37%, 





overspreading area by weekend. 








average 36%. Fall land 


preparation 75% 


complete, 1979 and average 77%. Wheat 65% 
seeded, 1979 67%, average 64%. Cattle fair, 
many on full winter feed schedules. 

TEXAS: Weather: Dry, mild conditions 
prevailed. Upper air disturbance produced 
showers southern tip early week. Thursday 


scattered thunderstorms. Temperatures 3 to 59 
below normal east, south, coastal sections; near 
normal elsewhere. 
Commercial Vegetables: 
Valley harvest of green peppers, cucumbers, 
melons delayed by showers. Lettuce, cucumbers, 
fall vegetables making good progress. Seeding 
of carrots, onions continued. Harvest of early 
Oranges, grapefruit continued. Coastal Bend 
vegetables in good condition. Cucumber 
harvesting slowed. Central Texas rain delays 
experienced, planting on _ schedule. Harvest 
tomatoes, cabbage active. San Antonio-Winter 
Garden area harvest of cucumbers well underway, 
cabbage, Squash harvest just beginning. 
Tomatoes setting fruit. East Texas tomatoes, 
peppers making good growth. Watermelon harvest 


Lower Rio Grande 





virtually complete, sweetpotato harvest well 
underway. Trans-Pecos region harvest of bell 
peppers, chili peppers, lettuce, cabbage, 
tomatoes continued. High Plains light frost 
experienced. Bell pepper harvest virtually 
complete. Pecans nearing maturity. Light 


harvest reported in south, south central Texas. 





Range and livestock: Range, pasture 
conditions improving. Supplemental feeding 
continues. Livestock generally good. Markets 
active. 7 

Crops: Harvesting operations continued, 
slight interruption scattered showers. 
Defoliation High Plains Cotton; freezing 
temperatures help harvest progress. Southern 
High Plains second-growth vegetation delayed 


harvest. Severe bollworm, hail damage. Sorghum 
harvest full Swing "Panhandle. Freezing 


temperatures hastened maturity, drying. High 
winds caused lodging. Corn harvest nearing 
completion. High winds caused lodging. Wheat, 


Oat condition varied. High and Low Plains wheat 
"dusted" in; emerged fields poor. stand. Few 
fields being grazed because poor growth. Areas 


receiving rain, fields good stand. Armyworms 
problem. Cooler temperatures slowed growth hay 
field; baling final cutting. Central, South 
Texas cut fields received showers. Peanut 
harvest continued; cooler weather Slowed 
maturity. Sugarbeet harvest behind schedule 
because low sugar content. Cotton harvested 
39%, 29% 1979, 31% average. Sorghum harvested 
for grain 88%, 86% 1979, 90% average. Wheat 
planted all purposes 76%, 80% 1979, 84% 
average. Wheat emerged 59%, 54% 1979. Corn for 
grain harvested 97%, 96% 1979, 95% average. 
Peanuts harvested 45%, 87% 1979, 76% average. 


Soybeans harvested 51%, 35% 1979, 47% average. 
Sugarbeets harvested 5%, 30% 1979, 37% average. 
Pecans harvested 8%, 8% 1979, 9% average. 
Sunflowers harvested 62%, 82% 1979, 73% average. 


UTAH: Fair weather with Slowly rising 
temperatures during most of the period but 
active storm system moving across much of the 
State over weekend. Accumulated amounts 
moisture generally light to moderate. Average 
temperatures ranged from 1° below normal to 
7° below. 

Potato harvest remains active. A few corn 
silage acres still standing. Winter wheat 
seeding virtually complete. Apple harvest still 
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active, sorting and marketing in progress. Some 
turkeys being readied for slaughter. 


VIRGINIA: Mild temperatures 
period. Northeaster developed along coast at 
end followed by cold front, producing heavy 
rainfall, cooler temperatures over weekend. 
First snowfall accumulated only’ trace in 
mountains. Temperatures averaged several 
degrees below normal. Extremes ranged from 
upper 70's to mid 20's. Rainfall averaged about 
1.25 in. occurring mainly on 25th. 

Rain aided small grain: germination. Cold 
helped defoliate soybeans. Topsoil moisture 
short to adequate. Fieldwork: 5.5 days 
available. Harvest progress: Corn 79%, 70% 
1979, 70% average; soybeans 18%, 15% 1979, 20% 
usual; grain sorghum 35%, 15% 1979, 22% average; 
peanuts dug 90%, 90% 1979, 90% usual; peanuts 
combined 75%, 75% 1979, 74% average; cotton 
virtually all picked, 0% 1979, 33% usual. Small 
grains seeded: Wheat 50%, 35% 1979, 47% 
average; barley 80%, 55% 1979, 70% usual; winter 
Oats 82%, 70% 1979, 78% average. Sweetpotatoes 
dug on Eastern Shore. Apple picking, 
SOuthwestern cabbage cutting finishing up. 
Burley tobacco growers preparing for auctions. 
Feeder pig, calf marketing active. Lambs sold 
central mountains. Grazing still poor to fair 
except good to excellent southwest. 


first of the 


WASHINGTON: West: Early morning fog and cold 
nighttime temperatures continued for second 
straight week. Some light intermittent rain did 
occur in the central counties at the week's 
beginning. The balance of the week, in these as 
well as the remaining counties, clear, cool days 
and cold nights prevailed. First frosts of the 
season reported. Late sweet corn, carrots, 
celery, snap beans and lettuce harvest 
continued. The supply of pasture feed adequate. 

East: No additional moisture as weather 
continued to hold. Temperatures remained 
moderate. Some fall seeding of winter grains 
complete with average to above average 
conditions. Apple harvest near completion. 
Potato harvest near complete with high yields 
reported. A fourth cutting of alfalfa for hay 
reported. 


(continued from page 2) 


SUNDAY...As the intense low pressure center 
moved into eastern Canada, gusty winds from the 
northwest continued to rake the northeastern 
United States, but showers gradually diminished. 
As the cold high pressure moved eastward, 
Clockwise circulation brought warm, moist air 
northward from the Gulf of Mexico through the 
central Plains. Light showers dotted Texas and 
the west central Plains, and moderate showers 
developed over Arkansas and Missouri and eastern 
Oklahoma and Kansas. Light showers of rain or 
snow covered the central and northern Plateau 
and Rockies. Near-freezing weather moved to the 
Ohio Valley and the Allegheny Mountains. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures 
normal in northwest, normal elsewhere. High 
76°, low 20°, Precipitation slightly above 
normal. Snow reported in higher elevations. 

Soil moisture short to adequate. Days 
suitable for fieldwork: 5.7. Major activities: 
Corn harvesting, livestock care, maintenance. 
Corn good, 60% harvested. Hay good, 2nd cuttin 
99% complete, 97% of normal, 3rd cutting 99% 
complete, 90% of normal. Potatoes fair, 97% 
harvested, 91% of normal. Pasture fair, 
stressed by dry conditions. Wheat 80% planted. 
Barley 87% planted. 


slightly below 


WISCONSIN: Temperatures 7° below normal. 
Highs in 50's and some 60's but fell to 30's 
weekend. Extremes: 64 and 179. Precipitation 
heaviest west central and north central where 
1.00 to 2.00 in. fell on 23d to 24th. Other 
areas had 0.50 to 1.00 in. Rain changed to 
light snow and flurries 24th and 25th as cold air 
moved into State. 

Fieldwork: 5.0 days suitable. Corn for 
grain 38% harvested, 1979 15%, normal 38%. Some 
fields too wet for machinery and will wait until 
ground freezes. Yields very good, moisture 
content well below year ago. Most silo filling 
done. Soybeans 58% combined, 1979 36%, average 
44%. Soybean yields very good. Fall plowing 
20% done, 1979 23%, normal 30%. Ground plows 
good except where too wet. Winter wheat growing 
good. Haying done except for late green 
chopping. Most potatoes and vegetables 
harvested. Apple picking nearing end, good 
yield and quality. Cranberry harvest nearly 
completed. Soil moisture adequate to surplus. 


WYOMING: Temperatures well below normal. 
Temperatures as much as 11° below normal. 
Coldest temperature go, warm spots 70°, 
Precipitation amounts below normal most areas. 

Topsoil moisture adequate 67% State. 
Subsoil short 61% State. Average 6 days 
suitable for fieldwork. Sugarbeets 84% dug, 
Sugar content around 17.5%. Corn for grain 33% 
picked. Winter wheat mostly good condition. 
Livestock sold or delivered: Yearlings 54%; 
calves 40%; lambs 62%. Livestock mostly average 
condition. 


CORRECTION 
Vol. 67, No. 41, Oct. 7, 1980, Page 20: 
SEPTEMBER 1980 TABLE to read: 


HAWAII 
Lihue...Precipitation 
Departure from Normal 
Percent of Normal 
Hilo....Precipitation 
Departure from Normal 
Percent of Normal 
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fnternational Weather and Crop Summary 


October 20-26 


In the southeastern crop areas, drier weather aided harvesting of spring-planted crops. 
Temperatures fell to subfreezing levels in most agricultural areas at least once last 
week, possibly damaging exposed sugarbeets. 


Frost and normal low temperatures in the north nearly halted winter grain development 
last week. Conditions remain too wet for late harvest: activities in some areas. 


Heavy rains in Brazil interfered with wheat harvesting in northern portions and slowed 
grain ripening in the south. Dry weather prevailed in Argentina and nightime tempera- 
tures neared freezing in southern Buenos Aires. 


Rain in drought-stricken Queensland and New South Wales last week interfered with the 
wheat harvest and caused concern about the quality of the grain. 


Harvest conditions for the late rice crop were hampered by persistent wet weather south 
of the Yangtze River in China. Beneficial precipitation fell on winter grain areas 
north of the Yellow River and into Shandong. In Korea rain disrupted the rice harvest 
and was followed by freezing temperatures which may hurt the crop further. 


Somewhat drier weather in the Central Plains is expected to help reduce the moisture in 
waterlogged fields. Continued dry weather and sunshine are essential for a good yield 
potential from the rice crop. 


The grain harvest is nearly complete except for northern districts of Alberta where un- 
favorable weather is delaying field activity. 


Rains helped size citrus fruit in the northeast, while the dry season beginning over the 
west coast favored vegetables. 


Moisture supplies are adequate for early maize growth, with showers falling in the 
northern and eastern portions of the Transvaal. More rain is needed in other areas to 
aid the start of the maize growing season. 


Surface soil in parts of western Algeria remain too dry for germination of winter grains. 
In most other areas, soil moisture is adequate. 


Showers moved through Bangladesh and lingered over much of east India last week, still 
benefiting winter-harvested rice. 








USSR. A high pressure system maintained generally 
fair weather over the eastern three-quarters of 
European USSR. Above-normal precipitation again 
covered the Baltics and Belorussia and spread into 
the western third of the Ukraine and the north- 


western part of the Central Region, The poor 
conditions in these northwestern winter grain 
areas were unfavorable for harvesting. The drier 


weather to the southeast favored the harvesting of 
spring-planted crops. Temperatures remained above 
normal over the region, but were too low to 
maintain winter grain growth across the north- 
eastern third of the belt. Subfreezing 
temperatures occurred over most agricultural areas 
at least once during the week, possibly causing 
some damage to exposed sugar beets. 




























WESTERN USSR 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(25mm = | INCH) 


Oct. 20-26, 1980 
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Precipitation tended to slacken in most 
countries but stayed above normal in much of 
France, Switzerland, western Austria, and northern 
Italy. Portions of the southeastern countries saw 
increased precipitation when a storm developed in 
the Mediterranean late in the week. Relatively 
light rainfall in the northeastern countries 
allowed fieldwork to resume. Winter grains have 
sufficient moisture in all areas, but conditions 
remain too wet for late harvest activities in the 
rainy areas. Temperatures returned to near normal 
in general, with some pockets of cooler than 
normal conditions in the west and warmer than 
normal in the south. Frost occurred at many 
locations during the week, and normal low 
temperatures in the north have nearly brought 
winter grain development to a halt. Light precip- 
itation over the Iberian Peninsula maintained good 
soil moisture as winter grain sowing began. 
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NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS 











Only light rain fell over 
most agricultural areas of northwestern Africa, 
paces, but heavier totals doused northern Tunisia and 
id ALGERIA eastern Algeria. Soil moisture in most areas was 
i adequate for germination of winter grains. 

Pl Surface soils remained too dry in parts of western 
NORTHWESTERN AFRICA Y Algeria. 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) =‘ LiBya 


25 mm = 


so 


=! October 20-26, 1980 


~ 


HOM/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
BASED OM PRELIMINARY REPORTS AMD SATELLITE IMAGERY P 














ZIMBABWE 


Showers produced 20 to 50 mm in the 
northern and eastern portions of the Transvaal. 
About 10 percent of the maize production comes 
from this area; moisture supplies are adequate for 
early growth of the maize crop. Weekly totals 
were low (5 to 15 mm) in the Transvaal and Orange 
Free State. Additional soil moisture is needed in 
this region to provide a good start of the growing 4% iv 
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season for the maize crop. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


CAPE PROVINCE TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(25mm = 1 INCH) 
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The drought-stricken crop areas of 

Queensland and New South Wales received 10 to 25 
WEST AUSTRALIA j mm of rain. The wet weather interfered with the 
; wheat harvest, causing some concern for the 

quality of the grain. The moisture is needed for 
sowing and emergence of maize and other spring- 
planted crops in that area. Light showers fell in 
southern wheat areas. In Western Australia, the 
0 : southern crop area received 10 to 25 mm of rain, 

* 0 i and the northern portion continued to receive 
below-average amounts. The main wheat harvest 

AUSTRALIA ge usually occurs in November and December. 


TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(25 mm = 1 INCH) 











October 20-26, 1980 


+. r’ 


WOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
BASED OM PRELIMINARY REPORTS AMD GATELLITE UOGERY 








Oct. 28, 1980 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 








Wetter than normal weather 
persisted south of the Yangtze River, and only 
parts of Fujian and Guangdong escaped the 
dampness, These conditions were not at all pete 
favorable for harvesting of the late rice crop. a eet a 
Only light rain fell over southern portions of the | A ve? Oe eas al a 
North China Plain; soil moisture remains good for bon a a  eig ~ 
winter grain germination and development. A > Me 
front, moving across the north, dropped beneficial 4 
precipitation on winter grain areas north of the 
Yellow River and into Shandong. Though frost 
occurred in the area after the front had passed, a 
return to normal temperatures should permit con- 
tinued fall development. In Korea, precipitation 45, i 2 ; . 
from the same front disrupted rice harvesting. [\/\-~ ; : i. EASTERN ASIA 
Freezing temperatures following the front hurt the JO ace =... TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
crop further. (25mm = 1 INCH) 
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7 SOUTH ASIA. Rainfall in the region came mainly 
from a weather system which had moved up the east 
coast of India, dropping abundant moisture in 
Bangladesh early in the week. Showers also 
lingered over much of eastern India. Winter- 
harvested rice still benefited from the moisture. 
Near-normal rainfall continued in southern India, 


 rananasnnn pee oa and light rains in the north improved soil 


moisture for winter wheat. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA. Scattered showers produced less 
than 10 mm of weekly rainfall in most of northern 
Thailand. Heavier showers fell in southern and 
eastern portions, and weekly totals generally soy": ho 
ranged from 25 to 50 mn. These weekly amounts a, ~ » muri October 20-26, 1980 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 

eee <1 he 
were near the seasonal average. The somewhat “a age. 
drier weather in the Central Plains should help x 
reduce the problem of waterlogged fields. - An 
estimated 20 percent of the flooded area, caused 
by heavy rains in September and early October, 
included agricultural land. The main wet-season 
rice crop should be in the flowering to early 
grain filling period in late October. Drier 
weather with abundant sunshine is needed during 
the latter portion of the crop cycle to ensure a 


good yield potential. 
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CANADA. 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(25mm = 1 INCH) 
Oct. 20-26, 1980 
: 0 

















=" } 
ss 19 ——— = -_ = we 
25 TWGTON 1D 


NOAA, National Weather Seis 








MEXICO. The dry season setting in over the west 
coast favored vegetable development but’ slowed 
filling of reservoirs. Water storage is variable 
throughout the northwest; however, some major dams 
are nearly full. Moderate rain over the northeast 
is helping size citrus fruit. Most of the 
southern plateau's corn belt had light showers 
which benefited the late crop. Cotton areas had 
sunny, warm weather except at Chihuahua where a 
few showers slowed the harvest. Heavy rains 
interrupted the harvest of fall crops over the Bay 
of Campeche coastal plain. 
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Scattered showers produced less than 10 
mm of precipitation in all but the southwestern 
portion of the Canadian Prairies. In the 
southwest, weekly totals ranged from 10 to 28 mn, 
Some harvest delays due to unfavorable weather 
continued in the northern districts of Alberta. 
However, the grain harvest is nearly complete in 
most areas. Weekly weather summaries will, there- 
fore, be discontinued until next spring when land 
preparation begins for spring planting. 
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SOUTH After a week of much-needed 
precipitation in the wheat-growing area, dry 
weather again prevailed in Argentina except for 
showers in Cordoba, Santa Fe, and eastern Buenos 
Aires. During the latter part of the week, strong 
southerly winds brought cold air into the region. 
Some scattered frost may have occurred from 
radiational cooling under clear skies as nighttime 
temperatures neared freezing in southern Buenos 
Aires. The wheat crop has advanced into the early 
grain filling stage in most areas. In Brazil, 
heavy rain dumped 50 to 100 mm on portions of 
Parana, Santa Catarina, and Rio Grande do Sul. 
The wet weather interfered with wheat harvest in 
northern portions and slowed ripening in the 
south. The main wheat harvest is usually complete 
by early November in the north and by early 
December in Rio Grande do Sul. The heavy rain may 
@lso cause delays in spring plantings due to 
excessively wet fields. 
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UNFAVORABLE WEATHER CAUSES PROBLEMS FOR 
USSR WHEAT PRODUCTION 


by Ray McInturff and Laras Lambert 
Joint Agricultural Weather Facility 


In most of the European USSR, the summer of 1980 
was wet and cool, and development was delayed in 
both winter and spring wheat. The accompanying 
maps show similar patterns of abnormally heavy pre- 
cipitation for June, July, and August. The hea- 
viest precipitation had a tendency to shift north- 
ward from June to July and eastward from July to 
August. Temperatures ranged generally below nor- 
mal, especially in the west and north retarding 
growth and reducing the crops' moisture require- 
ments, so that some below-normal precipitation 
areas were more than adequately watered. There 
were reports of water standing in the fields of the 
western Ukraine during June and July. The only 
significant areas with persistently deficient pre- 
cipitation and above-normal temperatures during 
these months centered in the Volga Valley and some 


areas southwest of the Ural Mountains, where sukhovei- 


like, conditions in July caused crop damage. Belo- 
russia and the extreme western Ukraine, near the 
Polish border, experienced severe flooding in late 


July. In September, the precipitation pattern 
changed when wet weather penetrated farther to the 
east, and lighter rain fell in the west. However, 
rainfall continued at frequent enough intervals in 
western and northern regions to cause reductions in 
grain quality, to prevent the successful completion 
of harvest, and to delay the sowing of winter 
grains. 


In the New Lands (not illustrated), where the 
bulk of the Soviet spring grain is produced, gener- 
ally favorable growing conditions prevailed through- 
out the summer in the northern regions, but drier 
and warmer weather caused some yield reduction in 
the south. September harvest conditions were ex- 
cellent in the east, and fair to good in the west. 


Latest estimates of 1980 Soviet wheat production 
fell far short of the original USSR government goal 
of 235 million tons. 
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WINTER WHEAT 
% PLANTED 
1980 1979 

CALF 8 ie 
COLO 96 100 
IDA 96 97 
ILL 93 68 
IND 90 80 
KANS 90 
MQ 
MONT 99 
NEBR 
OHIO 
OKLA 
OREG 
$ DAK 
TEX 
WASH 


iS STATES 


EXCL, STATES 
WITH NA 90 


THESE 15 STATES PRODUCED 90% 
OF THE 1979 WINTER WHEAT CROP, 


SUYBEAN 
% DROPPING LEAVES 
1980 1979 AVG, 
93 88 NA 
76 NA NA 
72 NA NA 
100 100 100 
100 100 100 
100 100 
90 NA 
100 9S 
96 NA 
100 100 
99 99 
99 95 
100 100 
100 100 
$6 NA 
100 100 
71 80 
98 NA 


18 STATES 94 NA 


EXCL, STATES 
WITH NA 99 99 


SORGHUM 
% HARVESTED 

1960 1979 AVG, 
COLU 45 55 
KANS 60 60 
MO 84 69 
NEBR 95 75 
OKLA 4s 4S 
8 OAK 75 76 
TEX 66 90 


7 STATES 17 74 
TWESE 7 STATES PRODUCED 92% 
OF THE 1979 SORGHUM CROP, 


THESE S STATES PRODUCED 99% 
OF THE 1979 RICE CROP, 


NA # NOT AVAILABLE 


CROP PROGRESS 


FOR WEEK ENDING OCT 26, 1980 


WINTER WHEAT 
X% EMERGED 

1960 1979 AVG, 
CALF NA 
COLO 
IODA 
ILt 
IND 
KANS 
MO 
MONT 
NEBR 
OH1O 
OKLA 
OREG 
S DAK 
TEX 
WASH 


1S STATES 


EXCL, STATES 
WITH NA 61 56 


SUYBEAN 
% HARVESTED 
1960 1979 AVG, 
7 $ 


16 STATES 


THESE 18 STATES PRODUCED 94% 
OF THE 1979 SOYBEAN CRUP, 
SORGHUM 
% MATURE 
1960 1979 AVG, 
COLO 95 89 100 
KANS 90 95 90 
MO 96 95 100 
NEBR 100 100 100 
OKLA 65 100 90 
S DAK 96 NA NA 
TEX 96 97 NA 


7 STATES 94 NA NA 
EXCL, STATES. 
WITH NA 93 


RICE 
% HARVESTED 
1960 
ARK 
CALF 
LA 
MISS 
TEX 


S STATES 
EXCL, STATES 
WITH NA 


COTTON 
% BOLLS OPENING 
1980 1979 AVG, 
97 80 79 
100 NA NA 
100 84 66 
100 100 NA 
100 94 NA 
100 90 NA 
100 968 
100 99 
65 
86 
95 
99 
100 
84 


14 STATES NA 


EXCL, STATES 
WITh NA 96 92 


CUTTON 
% HARVESTED 
1979 AVG, 
40 
20 
54 
NA 


14 STATES 


EXCL, STATES 
WITH NA 


THESE 14 STATES PRODUCED 99% 
OF THE 1979 COTTUN CROP, 


CORN 
% HARVESTED 
1980 1979 AVG, 
71 46 $9 


17 STATES 


THESE 17 STATES PRODUCED 93% 
OF THE 1979 CORN CROP, 
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CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
Oct. 25, 1980 
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INCREASE OR NO CHANGE 
‘ IN INDEX DURING WEEK ar 
NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY —1 | 

The Crop Moisture Index measures the degree to which negative value. However, if moisture meets or exceeds | 
moisture requirements of growing crops were met during demand the index is positive. 
the previous week. The index is computed from average Shaded areas indicate the index was unchanged or 
weekly values of temperature and precipitation. These increased from the previous week's value; soils dried in the 
values are used to calculate the potential moisture unshaded areas. Centers of positive and negative areas are 
demand, Taking into account the previous soil moisture identified by W for wet and D for dry. 
condition and current rainfall, the actual moisture Local moisture conditions may vary because of differences 
loss is determined. in rainfall distribution or soil types. The type of agricul- 

If the potential moisture demand, or potential ture and stage of crop development must be considered when 
evapotranspiration, exceeds available moisture supplies, assessing the impact of moisture conditions based on the 
actual evapotranspiration is reduced and the CMI gives a Crop Moisture Index. Some general guidelines follow. 
UNSHADED AREAS: INDEX DECREASED SHADED AREAS: INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 
ABOVE 3. SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY WET ABOVE 3.0 EXCESSIVELY WET, SOME FIELDS FLOODED 
2.0 to 3.0 MORE DRY WEATYER NEED, WORK DELAYED 2.0 to 3.0 WET, SOME STANDING WATER 

1.0 to 2.0 FAVORABLE, EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS 1.0 to 2.0 PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL, SOME FIELDS TOO WET 

0 to 1.0 FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELDWORK 0 to 1.0 MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT NEEDS 

0 to -1.0 TOPSOIL MOISTURE SHORT, GERMINATION SLOW 0 to -1.0 PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 
-1.0 to -2.0 ABNORMALLY DRY, PROSPECTS DETERIORATING -1.0 to -2.0 SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL TOO DRY 
-2.0 to -3.0 TOO DRY, YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED -2.0 to -3.0 DROUGHT EASED BUT STILL SERIOUS 
-3.0 to -4.0 POTENTIAL YIELDS SEVERELY CUT BY DROUGHT -3.0 to -4.0 DROUGHT CONTINUES, RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED 
BELOW -4.0 EXTREMELY DRY, MOST CROPS RUINED BELOW -4.0 NOT ENOUGH RAIN, STILL EXTREMELY DRY 









COOLING TEMPERATURES OVER MUCH OF THE NATION LOWERED THE DEMAND FOR MOISTURE BY CROPS. STS, SES ee nate all 
NORTHERN CORN BELT DELAYED HARVEST. MODERATE RAIN IN SOUTHERN GEORGIA HELPED RELIEVE THE DRY CONDI -_ < con gear @ 
THE MID-ATLANTIC STATES NORTHWARD PROVIDED ADEQUATE MOISTURE FOR FALL SOWING OF GRAINS. MORE RAIN I WER GRAIN. 


REPLINISH STORED MOISTURE SUPPLIES, AND ADDITIONAL RAIN IN THE WEST CENTRAL PLAINS WOULD ACCELERATE GROWTH OF WI 
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ANNUAL TOTAL SNOWFALL (Inches) 


MEAN SNOWFALL (Inches) - Cont'd 
(Selected Stations) 


i 
- HOUGHTON 178 
BOONVILLE 


ALASKA 


MEAN SNOWFALL (Inches) 
(Selected Stations) 
ALASKA .- 
WASH. -- 
OREG. -- 
GU loauiP. .- 
IDAHO .- 
NEV. - 
UTAH - 
ARIZ. - 
MONT. = 
Wyo, - 


HAWAII 
COLO. - 





